Dateline

Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center

Tevet - Shevat 5779

January 2019

HHBJC/Judith Lesnik
Chesed Committee

Invites you to an informative
presentation

AGING AND MENTAL
HEALTH

Presented by
Jordana Davidson LCSW

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6
AT 10 AM
IN MENCHEL HALL

Reservations Requested
by January 2
$10 donation collected
at the door

January at HHBJC

January 6
Aging and Mental Health

January 7, 14, 21, 28
Adult Ed - Rabbi Wise
Israeli Book Club

January 8, 15, 29
Adult Ed - Rabbi Kessler
Caravan of Jewish Learning

January 9, 16, 23
Adult Ed - Cantor Zim
Learn To Lead Services

January 13
Mah Jongg Club

January 19
Simcha Shabbat

January 20
Tu BO6Shvat

January 30
Adult Ed - Cantor Zim
Yiddish Club

HHBJC Adult Education Presen

A Zionist Salon Reading Group)

THE ZIONIST IDEAS
AN ANTHOLOGY
FROM GIL TROY

Join Rabbi Wise
Monday evenings
8-9:30 PM
January 7, 14, 21, 28
February 4, 11, 18, 25
March 4, 18
$30 per book call the
office to reserve your copy,

S

See Page 11 for
removable monthly calendar
of events and service times.

do L

From the Desk of
Rabbi David Wise

Exile

We live in the
most fortunate
era of the last
2,000 years of
Jewish history.
No one my age or younger
knows what it feels like to be
cut off from access to Jerusa-
lem. No one under 70 has lived
without the existential dream-
come-true of a sovereign Jew-
ish State of Israel. And today,
most of the Jews in the world
either live in Israel or are free
to move there, at least in the-
ory.

These realities are worth men-
tioning frequently, lest we lose
our appreciation for the miracu-
lous times in which we live. It
became more poignant to me
upon reading Until We Are
Free, the most recent book by
Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Shirin Ebadi, who fought for
human rights in Iran for dec-
ades, but has lived in exile in
London since 2009. The sub-
ject of exile is the focus of this

edition of T h e Rabbi
stand.
The aut hor was

first female judges, but she was
stripped of her judicial title after
the 1979 Islamic Revolution.
She became a fierce advocate
for human rights, especially for
women and children. She

(Continued on pagh
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Shabbat Schedule

N

Friday, January 4, 2019

Candle Lighting
Mincha

Saturday, January 5, 2019

Vaera 9:00 AM
Mincha 4:10 PM
Havdalah 5:27 PM

Friday, January 11, 2019

Candle Lighting
Mincha

Saturday, January 12, 2019

Bo 9:00 AM
Mincha 4:15 PM
Havdalah 5:34 PM

Friday, January 18, 2019

Candle Lighting
Mincha

Saturday, January 19, 2019

Beshalach 9:00 AM
Mincha 4:25 PM
Havdalah 5:42 PM

Friday, January 25, 2019

Candle Lighting
Mincha

Saturday, January 26, 2019

Yitro 9:00 AM
Mincha 4:30 PM
Havdalah 5:50 PM

4:23 PM

A Menos
was mistakenly taken from
the coat room one Shabbat,

and anot her o nlfe

place. If you have the wrong
coat, please contact the
office

Al f an|i

4:25 PM

4:30 PM
4:30 PM

4:38 PM
4:40 PM

We need your help with our
daily Minyan.
Please join us mornings

or evenings!

Monday & Thursday
6:45am & 7:30pm

Tuesday
7:00am & 7:30pm

Wednesday
8:00am & 7:30pm

Sunday & Legal Holidays
9:00am & 7:30pm

Friday Morning 7:00am
Rosh Chodesh 6:30am

4:46 PM
4:50 PM

Handicap Access
We have an operating handi-

capped lift. This is available for
all who may need access to any
level of the building. Please con-
tact the center office to arrange
for one of our staff to assist you
in its operation. There is also a
handicapped restroom located
past the Menchel Social Hall.
The House Committee

SENTERAPMINISTRATION

Rabbi
David Wise
| e f Associate Rabbi 6 s
Gary D. Kessler
Rabbi Emeritus
Dr. H. Joseph Simckes
Cantor
Sol Zim

Ohr Chadash Education Directq
Rabbi Dr. Boaz Tomsky
Nursery School Director

Robyn Rosenberg
Ritual Director
Gordon Goldman

=

Presidium
Arthur J. Liederman
Joshua Sussman
Natalie Winter
Executive Vice President
Eric Jacobowitz
V.P. Engagement
Maris Blechner
V.P. Financial Affairs
Benjamin Grunfeld
Treasurer
Joel Simon
Financial Secretary
Don Bieber
V.P. Religious Life
Dr. Benjamin Solomowitz
V.P. Life Long Learning
Seth Seidman
Secretary
Marilyn Teleky
Joan Waxgiser

House Chairman
Michael Borman

Mends Club
Neil Cohen
Sisterhood

Office & Accounting
Nancy Morse
Lou Ann Boscarino
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Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center Our Cant ogicosgeets with our Chanukah
210-10 Union Turnpike Voice songs and grab bags. Great
Hollis Hills, NY 11364 job!

Tel: (718) 7763500 HHBJC
Fax: (718) 7763672 Happenings & | was planning to start our

Dateline is Published Monthly
Check out HHBJC on the Interne
http://www.hollishillsbaysidejc.org

—

Cantor Sol Zim

LI LI LJ

Save the Dates

Our HHBJC ANNUAL FAMILY/

Learn to Daven & Yiddish Club
classes in the spring but so
many asked me to start them
sooner so we will resume in

COMMUNITY CHANUKAH JANUARY. Here are the
The deadline for article and advertis- DINNER was FANTABULOUS! DATESE
ing submission is the 10th day of the o ;
pr%ceding month. Dateline Ec?litor: The food .Was deIICIOus. With @8 ouro LEARN TO LEAD SER-
Nancy Morse; Please submit articles great variety, something for CES ( D AdlaBsN wib
and letters to the editor via email to: everyone, from Fortune Glatt 0 place on WEDNESDAYS
office@hollishillsjc.orgWord or Pub- Kosher Chinese. | rarely eat . g.00 PM in the MENCHEL
lisher format is appreciated) Chinese food so it was a real HALL on the following dates:
treat for_mg. The desserts were JANUARY 9" JANUARY 16"
Notices als_o deI|C|0L_Js, wonderful fresh JANUARY 23" All are wel-
. . fruit, parve ice cream sundaes come, come join us i bring a
Do you receive emails from and the best sufganiotl 6 v e hfﬁeﬂd! | am so proud of how
HHBJC i ncludi ngWe add i fabMbus mayisian, much you are all learning!
weekly Shabbat notes? Contact face painting for kids and adults
the office to subscribe or sub- alike and of course we had a Ouro Y1 DDI SH CLUB | CLASS
scribe on the homepage at jellybean contest. | was thrilled ~ Will resume on WEDNESDAY,
www.hollishillsbaysideijc.org to be there with our Rabbi JANUARY 30" at 8:00 PM in
David Wise and Rabbi Gary the MENCHEL HALL. ALL
Kessler as we said the prayers ARE WELCOME i COME JOIN
If you are bringing pre packaged together over the candles, US T BRING A FRIEND! Get
food into the Synagogue, please made the Hamotzi and sang ready tolaugh and enjoy!
consult with Rabbi Wise. Chanukah songs together. We  Anot her DATE TO| SAVEG®
had over 100 people who at-  GALA CONCERT will take
tended. It was such a warm and place on SUNDAY, JUNE 2,
Bereavement Support fun way to celebrate with our 2019 at 8:00 PM at the LE-
community, family and friends! FRAK CONCERT HALL at
The Bereavement Support Letos all come agugend Cofle§eX. Lincoln®Ced- -
Group meets the First and as we continue our tradition  ter is coming to Queens! We
Third Monday night of the together. Thank you to our dear  will have a full symphony and |
month at 7:30 PM with Maris Blechner who was the  am thrilled that OFIR SOBOL
compassionate, caring, overa.II chairperson. You are  (son of my dear friend MAES-
warm and concerned amazing as always! Thank you TRO MORDECHAI SOBOL z 6

friendly people.
Refreshments are always
served and are complimen-
tary. All faiths are welcome.
Led by Marty Kevelson and
Malka Lesnik Belgrod.

to Janet Hiller Jacobowitz for
taking care of the arrangements
for the wonderful food. Thank
you to Amanda Menzie and her
wonderful son Sam (who just
recently became a Bar Mitzvah)
who set up all the tables & mu-

3

will be coming in from Israel to
conduct the symphony.

Stay warm!
See you in shul.
Cantorially always,

Cantor Sol Zim




2Ny
‘?Q\\v@ Hollis Hills Bayside Jewish Center

(Rabbi Wise Continued from pdge

eventually learned that the Min-
istry of Intelligence was so fed
up with her work that she had
been placed on a list of targets
for assassination. Her daugh-
ters were harassed, with one
having her passport revoked
briefly. Eventually, her husband
was set up in a compromising
position and forced to record a
condemnati on
work (and impugn her devotion
to Islam).

Judge Ebadi was in Spain to
deliver a lecture on freedom of
expression when Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad stole his 2009
reelection as Iranian president.
Protesters were shot in the
streets of Tehran, and she
knew she could not safely re-
turn to | ran.

me immensely. How was | go-
ing to be able to give up my
Tehran? After all, | was some-
one who had stayed put in Iran
even under the most difficult
conditionsél
had always been opposed
when my friends chose to emi-
grate. I hadnot
intention of staying away. | had
left with only carry-on lug-
gageo (p. 151).

When | read of
longing for her homeland, |
thought of the
rivers of Babylon), or the me-
di eval poet
elegy for Jerusalem, or of the
words of our prayers of lament.
| thought of the strange custom
of removing all knives from the
table when reciting Burkat
HaMazon, the blessing after a
meal, so as not to give a Jew in

of

Aanddthis

wa s

exile a weapon with which to
harm himself when remember-
ing Jerusalem from far away.
iSome days,
setting, | imagined | heard the
sound of the call to prayer, the
azaan, as we say in Persian. |
thought perhaps there was a
local mosque, and | would
search for it. But | soon real-
ized there was none nearby; it
had only been my mind produc-
inghthe ssounds ioff tieedfamiliar.
Sometimes | would overhear
people speaking in a shop and
woul d think
scrap of Persian; but when |
listened again, | was usually
wrong. So | did the only thing |
knew how to do: | worked
harder éWith
manage, most of the time, to
keep the

When we Jews in America in
the 21% century read a per-
sonal testimony of the pain of
exile, we should have two un-
comfortable reactions. The first
is enmpathy tomthee humbandoeing
experiencing dislocation. The
second is self-reflection, for in
bue timte, wie ara freelyvéhook-
ing Diaspora. Without diminish-
ing our
|l east

JluuCch 50 gaveétbatacr&oice,o S

Wishing you a safe, healthy,

2019,
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Grocery Gelt

Shoprite
All Locations

the sun was
Stop & Shop:
All Locations

Danb6s Keyf g
73rd Ave./ Bell Blvd.

105-02 Queens Blvd.

Dannyds Driveg
190-05 Union Turnpike

Fairway Supermarket:

242-02 61st Avenue, Douglastd
33
picked up a
o
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Tuesday
7:00am & 7:30pm

Wednesday
8:00am & 7:30pm

Sunday & Legal Holiday
9:00am & 7:30pm

Friday Morning 7:00am
Rosh Chodesh 6:30am
h §habbat Mornings  9:00am
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: The next few months are a
X time for many joyful occa-

*xments, BoOnai
ilt()s just the
:sponsora Kiddush after
i Saturday services and

* share your simcha with the
: Temple family! Call the of-
: fice and confirm your date.
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Rabbi 6s
Associate Rabbi
Gary D. Kessler

The Four Faces of
Tu BO6Shevat

Ref

We are a
peculiar peo-
ple, schedul-
# ing our na-
ture festival
in the dead of
winter. But Tu B'Shevat, the
festival of trees and their fruit,
di dnot start
Earth Day, or even Arbor Day.
And while the almond trees usu-
ally do clothe Israeli hillsides
with white and pink blossoms at
this time of y
about aesthetic nature appre-
ciation. A closer look at the var-

i ed fiincarnati on

holiday through history reveals
four facets of our inter-
dependence with trees and the
natural world to contemplate
and to celebrate.

The Economic:

We derive physical suste-

nance from nature, quantifi-

able in economic terms.

Up through Mishnaic times, Tu
B'Shevat, the 15th of the He-
brew month of Shevat, was
comparableto" T u
Americans 0 a date relevant to
calculation of taxes. The exact
middle of winter was chosen as
the end of the arboreal fiscal
year: tithes on fruit after this
date belonged to the next year.
So the Mishnah in Tractate
Rosh Hashanah labels it "the
New Year of the Trees."

The I sraelites
tax forms, though, worrying
about getting a check to some

oriestlyi 1I8S sEconomics and
spirituality, environment and
society, were more integrated:
part of the fruitful bounty
received from G-D via trees
was ‘returned to G -D' via
the priests and the Temple,
while part was redistributed
to care for the poor.

After the Exile, with no trees of
our
nificance waned. Like a tree, the
holiday remained dormant &

0 u tbloorairgy again o¥es w i mdllén-

nium later. The midrashic incli-
nation of the Jewish people

coul dnot | et "netvh e

year for trees,” with all of its
away without transformation and
reinterpretation.

Fhe Sp?ri{ual:
The natural world is the
ground of our spiritual lives,
source of symbolism and
meaning. The kabbalists there-
fore gave Tu Bishvat a second
efflorescence. They taught of
the cosmic Tree of the Sefirot,
the divine emanations, con-
ceived as no less than the blue-
print for the creation of the world
and a map of the mind of G-D.

Bo6 Aopr i The' Tu B'Shevat seder was

born of their innovative ritual
creativity. Like the Pesach se-
der, this festive meal centered
on four cups of wine and sym-
bolic foods. But here, the wine
progresses from white to red,
symbolizing quiescence to full
flowering, or masculine to femi-
nine. And the foods eaten at this
uniquely vegan Jewish feast are

d alldfmi® i fro;nvthese twith éhicle r

5

own to tithe

this mi nor

peels or pits, symbolizing gross
physicality, through pure unpro-
tected fruit such as figs, sug-
gesting a more spiritual realm.
The wines and fruits signify the
four worlds or levels of creation
in kabbalistic thought, often la-
beled as the physical, emo-
tional, intellectual and spiritual.

The National -Political:

The pattieulardlandseapes ofs i g

our homelands are a source

of collective memory, identity

and expression. With the Zion-
ist return to the land, Tu
B'Shevat was transformed yet
agairy la a new gct ofdtual crea-
tivity, Jewish schoolteachers of

e ametaphorih epotentiay, iteen o tpre-state Palestine made Tu

B 6 s h eawdaytof tree planting,
a festival of reforestation efforts,
re-rooting and reconnecting to
land and landscape.

Today, tree planting, in person
or by proxy, remains the most
prevalent observance of Tu
B'Shevat. Though trees have
unfortunately become a political
pawn in the national struggles
over this land, with aggressive
plantings and uprootings taking
place on both sides, the visceral
significance of actually rooting a
tree in the soil establishes an
undeniable physical connection
with the land.

The Ecological:

We are part of an intercon-

nected, inter -dependent uni-
versal web of life. Universaliz-
ing this connection leads di-
rectly to the latest metamorpho-
sis: Tu B'Shevat as Jewish
Earth Day. Building on the activ-
ism of the Zionists, the day has

(Continued on pade3)
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Sisterhood

A Torah Fund Tradit

SISTERHOOD UPDATE

The weather may be getting
cold, but the Sisterhood is filled
with lots of upcoming activities
to keep us warm - and having
fun!

Early in March we plan to be co
-sponsoring an evening with
Me n 6 s -Qnviting back the
Maine Rebbetzin, a wonderful
comedienne, along with her
klezmer-musician hus-
band. March 10th we have cof-
fee, bagels, and challah bak-
ing. March 17th is our extra-
special Purim Basket set-up,
and we give those baskets out
on March 20th, after the Megil-
lah reading. Watch for a
NfnGetting To Kn
late in March or early in
April. Then on May 19th come
and learn from world-famous

Kosher Chef Paula
Shoyer. Last, but far from
least, we will have a two-
session fAMake
event.

Please mark your calen-

dar. We want everyone to be
part of the fun!

HHBJC - Sisterhood Gift Shop,

For all your Judaica needs!

With thanks to Lenore Hanau
and the Sisterhood of Oak Hills,
we now have a bunch of lovely
traditional Torah Fund cards
available:  Sympathy, Mazel
Tov, Get Well Soon, and Think-
ing of You. If you need any of
these, Sisterhood will be happy
to sell some to you. They are
four dollars for one, six dollars
for two, eight dollars for three,
and ten dollars for four. They
have already been purchased
from Torah Fund, so the check
would be made out to our Sis-
terhood. Sometimes sending a
card the old fashioned way has
special meaning to the receiver.

N Green Committee

THANK YOU FOR CARING

Because of the kindness of our
members, there are between
fifty and one hundred New
Yorkers in need who will have
a warm coat this winter. Once
again, our New York Cares
coat drive was a success.

Because we alternate between
coats and food, next year we
will most likely be collecting
canned goods and dry food.
However, there is a box at the
211th Street entrance to collect
food all year .
to wait until next December.

Todah Rabbah from the Green
Team!

Samples of Torah Fund Cards

event

Yo"
|
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Queens Village
Chit Chat o6Bou

By Sue Heppenheimer

Judith Lesnik

T h Chiese@ Committée

We have just about entered
another New Year,

One we hope will bring us good
health & a life full of cheer,

As we grow older & our families
expand,

Let us be grateful that life's
dreams come true as we
planned!

We want to wish a very Happy
Birthday to Dr. Richard Kops.
Also best wishes to other mem-
bers of QVJC who will cele-
brate the day during the month.

We hope that Jenna Pitkow &
Erin Pitkow will have wonderful
trips that they will be undertak-
ing, & come back home sharing
all their adventures with family
& friends.

Congratulations to the son of
Carol & Mark Reiss on his re-
cent award.

Wishing you all a Happy New
Year.

Please visit our Facebook
Page at

https://www.facebook.com/
hollishillsbaysidejc/

Find us on:

facebook.

Dear friends,

As we begin 2019 | hope this
brief bit of information finds you
well.

On January 6, in Menchel Hall,
Jordana Davidson, LCSW from
Samuel Field Y spoke about
Mental Health and Wellness. |
appreciate Linda Liederman for
making this connection. If you
were able to attend, | hope you
found it informative.

Currently, I 6v
with Rabbi Steven Glazer who
is known for his work in curat-
ing ideas to help the
fcaregiver .o

Some may be taking care of
loved ones or will be, in the fu-
ture. Be on the lookout for
Rabbi Glazer who will be

Cut Out and Save

Contact Information

speaking at HHBJC. Date to be
announced.

Lastly, | hope you are well dur-
ing these winter months.

Warmly,
Laura Brodsky

We now have a list of mem-
bers who will help give rides to
d oecet EO r io S ao pu pCQn
the week and to synagogue on
Saturday morning. If anyone

needs help please contact the
synagogue office. If anyone
else is interested in signing up
to help, please contact the
office.

1

To Reach the i
Congregational Nurse !

Linda Liederman, R.N. '
Phone: 718776-3500 :

Ext. 201

Email: !
lliederman@hollishillsbaysidejc.org |
1

For Rabbi Wise: '

Enter Extension 107 :

Or: rabbiwise@hollishillsbaysidejc.org i
1

1

1

:

:

Chesed Committee Chair
Laura Brodsky:
Ibrodsky@hollishillsbaysidejc.org

t ment
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H2I Youth
Director
News

Jennifer Gold

Ohr Chadash News

Ohr Chadash Celebrates
Chanukah

Dear Congregants,

First off, 1 would like to thank
you all for such a warm and
wonderful welcome to your
community. As the new H2|
Youth Director, | am looking
forward to meeting more of you
while in this honorable posi-
tion.

So far, | have been lucky
enough to spend a lot of time
with  our youth members.
Through these next few
months, | plan on creating and
executing meaningful programs
that are interwoven with Jewish
ideals, morals and values.

My next steps are to spread
H2l more deeply into the com-
munity. Community service and
social action are two values
that are of the utmost impor-
tance, especially within our
beautiful religion. So look out! |
might be reaching out to you to
participate with us while we go
out into the community around
us.

Our new calendar will be avail-
able soon.

If any questions arise, please
feel free to reach out at any
time at my email H2IY-
outh@H2lyouthgroup.org

Thank you,
Jen Gold

We had so much fun celebrat-
ing the holiday of Chanukah at
Ohr Chadash. Each of the stu-
dents made beautiful, colorful
Menorahs just in time for the
for the first night of Chanukah.
Some of the students had the
opportunity to make hand
painted dreidels as well. Morah
Shari and her brother Paul
were busy making delicious
Chanukah treats with the stu-
dents including scrumptious
chocolates and potato latkes.
Some of our older students
displayed their cooking skills
as they fried tons of delicious
latkes for all to enjoy. The chil-
dren were so happy to share
their hard work with their par-
ents as they came and cele-
brated together at the end of
Hebrew school. Rabbi Fryer-

Bodzin, Rabbi Kogan and
Rabbi Wise enhanced and
elevated the celebration of
Chanukah with the students.
Each child was given a box of
Chanukah candles and deli-
cious Chanukah gelt to bring
home at the end of the day. On
the following week, each stu-
dent enjoyed delicious Suf-
ganiot-donuts and milk at the
end of Hebrew school. Most
importantly, we were touched
to see the amount of children
that brought to Hebrew school,
unwrapped presents for the
Chai Lifeline Toy Drive. We are
so proud that our Ohr Chadash
children understand the impor-
tance and beauty of giving to
others, increasing Tikun Olam
and making this world a kinder
place for us all to live. Kol
Hakavod to all those who par-
ticipated in this most worthy
and noble cause.

Rabbi Tomsky




